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Half yearly News Letter of the Society of Indian Marine Artists

Dear Friends,

As we reach the half-way mark of the second decade
of this century, itis time to reflect on the journey of SIMA.
The Society of Indian Marine Artists (SIMA) was formed in
2001, following the workshops conducted by Mr Robert
King, Member of the Royal Society of Marine
Artists, UK, who was invited to India by the

Indian Maritime Foundation (IMF). The

workshops were conducted by

Mr. King at Mumbai in association

with the JJ School of Arts, and at

Pune in association with the Nag

Foundation. The response to the

two workshops by participating

artists was immense and

spontaneous, and SIMA was born as a

sister organization to IMF.

Over the years since it was formed in 2001, SIMA
members have taken part in several workshops at
locations near the sea and water-bodies around Pune,
such as at Mumbai with the Indian Navy, NDA
Khadakwasla, Alibag, Alandi, Lonavala, Wai and so on.
Several Exhibitions have also been held annually to
showcase the seascapes painted by SIMA artists, at
Balgandharva Kala Dalan, Empress Gardens, Art 2Day
Gallery, etc.

That we have come such a long way and been able to
accomplish so much is a tribute to our resolute members
who have been our source of strength. Which brings me
to the reason for re-capping the history of SIMA in this
edition; our numbers are dwindling, and this is a cause
for concern. We need to do two things - get old members
to renew their membership and recruit new members.
This is very important for us to sustain the organization.
The brighter side of the picture is the fact that we are
witnessing a larger number of participants in the Junior
SIMA Art Competition-cum-Exhibition, which is
conducted annually at the Empress Garden.

The last one was conducted in November 2014, and 83
children across age groups took part. It was a sight to
behold, the young ones busy over their creations and
parents encouraging them with their presence. The full
reporton this eventisincluded in thisissue.

Our senior member Shailesh Sonawane
held a solo exhibition at the renowned
Jehangir Art gallery in Mumbai last
month. Some snippets about it are

on the back page of this edition.

Most of you would have received
the intimation about our
forthcoming SIMA Exhibition of
Seascapes, scheduled to be held at
the Bal Gandharva Kaladalan from 27th
to 29th March 2015. If you have not, well
you are informed now. Please start preparing for
this, and encourage any of your artistically inclined
friends to participate in this after becoming members of
SIMA. We look forward to your active participation and
hope to better the participation figures of last year. As
done last year, we shall concurrently have an exhibition
of Seascape Photography during this event.
Signing off with best wishes to all of you for your
forthcoming creations!!
- Dipti Chitnis
Editor



Art Cempetition

The Empress Garden was abuzz with children ranging
from toddlers to 15 year-olds, accompanied by their
enthusiastic parents. Their objective was to participate

in the Art Competition organized by Junior SIMA on
Sunday, the 23" of November, 2014. It was a bright
sunny day with a slight hint of the onset of winter.
SIMA Council members as well as IMF Council
members were at hand to help setting up the venue since
there was very little cooperation from the office staff of
Empress Garden.
All was however ready for the registration, which
began at 9 am, and a total of 83 children registered
for the competition. Arrangements were made for the
children to display their earlier art works and a lot of
colourful paintings were put up for display. At 9.30 am,
SIMA member Ms Hina Bhatt began her live demo of
painting a seascape. She explained to the children the
steps necessary to be taken from preparation, sketching,
choosing the colours, mixing them and finally the
execution. In half an hour a plain paper was transformed
into a beautiful seascape, along with a running
commentary by the artist.

The eagerly awaited competition began at 10 am;

Children were divided into age groups and each age

group was given a subject. Forages 5 -8

years, the theme was — My Dream Boat; 9

to 11 year-olds were given the subject

— Fishing and Fishermen at Sea, and

the 12 to 15 year olds were told to

paint — Ships in the Ocean. Toddlers

—below 5 years of age were asked to

paint anything of their choice.

The Maritime Quiz was conducted by SIMA President —
Cmde Rajan Vir, from 11.00 to 11.30 am. The winners of
the Quiz were: 1" Himanshu, 2™ Saachi, 3" Shifa.

As is the case every year the judges —Nalini, Shobhna and
myself had a very tough time choosing the best of the
best. However, we did manage to complete the task
assigned and the results were announced. The prize
winners were:

Below 5 Years: 1* Mahi Aggarwal, 2™ Priyanka Gupta, 3
Dariz Shaikh, Consolation Tiara Pundole (Youngest Artist
—2yearsold).

5 — 8 years: 1" Noyonik Nag, 2™ Hasi Lunawat, 3 Jabh
Shah, Consolation Vedant.

9 — 11 years: 1* Aditya Paul, 2" Shruti Himat, 3 Arnav
Shah, Consolation Mansi Naik.

12 — 15 years: 1% Anushka Soni, 2™ Rahul Bhonsle, 3
Simrat Rana, Consolation Shifa Sayyed.

It was very heartening to note that a large number of
schools were represented at the competition; we had
participants from Kothari National School, Vibgyor
School, DPS, Rosary, Army Public School, St Paul's,
Eurokids, Choksy, Nagarwala, Bishop's, St Mary's, Helena,
Mount Carmel, Calerum High School, Pawar Public
Schools and Orbit. As the number of schools increases,
our aim of spreading maritime awareness will also
receive afillip.

The contributions of Anuradha, Hoshnar and Premanand
in making the event a success were appreciated by
Cmde Rajan Vir.

-Dipti Chitnis



